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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

�Contact:   Natural Resources Foundation of Wisconsin, (608) 264-6267 
Maria Sadowski, Communications Director; Maria.Sadowski@wisconservation.org 

Laurie Maloney, Administrator; Laurie.Maloney@wisconsin.gov 

 

�Your contact organization  Friends of Point Beach State Forest 

Your contact people  Kathy Beer, Friends BOD 

��������

NATURAL RESOURCES FOUNDATION AWARDS GRANT TO LOCAL 
COMMUNITY:FRIENDS OF POINT BEACH STATE FOREST  RECEIVES $1000. 

FOR THE SUMMER NATURALIST PROGRAM. 
 

��Madison, WI—(April 1, 2011)—Local efforts to care for our state’s natural resources 
were recognized by the Natural Resources Foundation of Wisconsin, which provided $1000. to 
support the Summer/Fall Naturalist Program through its C.D. Besadny Conservation Grants. 

 

�“Our Foundation works to save endangered wildlife, protect natural lands, and promote 
conservation education. The Besady Grants are specifically for small-scale projects that have a big 
impact in local communities. This year, we gave away nearly $25,000 to 28 projects across the 
state. We’re pleased to support the great work of Friends of Point Beach State Forest,” said Charlie 
Luthin, executive director of the Natural Resources Foundation of Wisconsin. 

 

�The grant money will be used to support and extend the summer Naturalist Program.  In 
previous years, the program concluded shortly after the August Sand Sculpture Contest.  The addi-
tional funding will allow the naturalist to work into the fall and also to enhance summer program of-
ferings.     

 

�The C.D. Besadny Conservation Grant Program promotes the responsible stewardship 
of Wisconsin's natural resources at the local level by providing matching grants for small-scale, 
natural resource projects and programs. Named after C.D. "Buzz" Besadny, former head of the De-
partment of Natural Resources and Natural Resources Foundation co-founder, the program honors 
Besadny’s dedication to the conservation of Wisconsin's natural resources; funds are also provided 
from the Foundation’s Teachers’ Outdoor Environmental Education Fund. Public and private or-
ganizations, including schools, and governments may apply for the grants. 

 

 



<�

�“Grants awarded program range from $100 to $1,000 and must be matched 100% by 
recipient organizations either through cash or in-kind donations,” said Luthin. “Since the program’s 
inception, the Natural Resources Foundation has contributed more than $330,000 to 441 projects, 
covering every county in Wisconsin.” 

 

�� Projects funded in 2011 included educational signage at Rock County Parks State Natural 
Area, educational materials for Devil’s Lake State Park, benches for an outdoor classroom at Hud-
son High School, and development of a “Kids for the Earth” program at Pheasant Branch Conser-
vancy.�

�

The Natural Resources Foundation of Wisconsin is a 501c-3 non-profit organization 
based in Madison, Wisconsin. For 25 years, the Foundation has worked with citizens, businesses, 
non-profits, and the government to promote the protection and enjoyment of Wisconsin’s public 
lands, waters, and wildlife. Since its inception in 1986, the Foundation has contributed more than 
$3.5 to conservation projects throughout the state. For more information, visit Wisconservation.org. 
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